CHAPTER H

TRAINING FOR WAR

Peace and War dispositions;  Submarine exercises;   Training for War;
A skirmish with Lord Fisher.

THE post of Inspecting  Captain  of Si&marines  was  unlike
anything else in the Navy.

I had an office at the Admiralty, my headquarters were in
H.M.S. Dolphin, an old hulk secured alongside the submarine
depot at Fort Blockhouse, and I was nominally in command of
H.M.S. Mercury, a hulk moored head and stern off Haslar Creek.
There were seven submarine sections, as they were called in
those days, and these were maintained by :

Fort Blockhouse, which had very primitive living quarters
for officers and men, and none of the amenities of the naval
barracks and other shore establishments ; plant for charging
submarine batteries, workshops, torpedo store, etc., and a
floating dock. All officers and Portsmouth ratings were
trained there.

H.M.S. Forth, a sea-going depot ship and the Onyx,
a small hulk at Devonport. West-country ratings were
trained by this section.

H.M.S. Bonaventure and Antelope, sea-going depot ship
and tender based on Portsmouth.

H.M.S. Mercury (hulk) depot ship, and Hazard, sea-going
tender based on Portsmouth.

H.M.S. Thames and Sharpshooter, sea-going depot ship
and tender based on Harwich. East-country ratings were
trained in this section.

H.M.S. Vulcan and Hebe, sea-going depot ship and tender,
based on Dundee.

The depot ships, which were old cruisers, provided living
quarters for officers and men; they were fitted with charging
plant, workshops and store-rooms for spare torpedoes and
submarine stores.
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